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Use LAS LIDAR Point Files as Shape Objects

The LASfile format is a public format for the storage and exchange of LIDAR point data. These binary files store point coordinates,
intensity values, and other LIDAR-specific attributes for raw or processed LIDAR points. LASfiles can be used to store varied types of
LIDAR point data, from raw swath pointsfor individual flight linesto final processed, aggregated, and spatially-tiled data.

An LASfilerepresenting asingleflight strip may contain tens of millions of LIDAR points and associated attributes. The TNT products
allow you to simultaneously view and use many of these huge LA Sfileswithout the need for a separate time-consuming import procedure.
When you chooseaparticular LASfilefor thefirst timefor useinany TNT process, you are prompted to provide the appropriate coordinate
reference system parameters (if they are absent in the LAS file) and to build a search table (which is required for efficient display and
selection of the points). Building the search table takesno
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Detail of two linked LAS LIDAR shape layers (green and orange processed by the US Geological Survey, have been subdivided
point clouds) displayed over a reference 1-meter color orthoimage spatially into rectangular tiles, with one LAS file for each tile. The
(shown to the right at the same scale for comparison). The gaps in tile on the left includes over 20.5 million points, while the right-hand
the point clouds are due to missing LIDAR returns from the largely tile has over 32.5 million points.
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